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FURTHER TRAINING WILL BE HOSTED IN 2018 

AROUND THE USE OF THE ONLINE TOOL. 

What to expect over the next year:

 An additional SAQ based on the SIZA Environmental standard  
 will be available on the SIZA Platform effective by the 1st of 
 July 2017. 

 This will allow SIZA, on behalf of its members, to complete  
 the SAQ on Sedex as required. 

 Further development will take place and a full SIZA  
 Environmental module will be available on the SIZA platform  
 over the next year which will be ready and launched by  
 mid-2018. 

 During 2017 and upgrades to the IT platform are rolled out,  
 the SIZA Environmental module will be made available in an  
 Excel version, which will include the comprehensive SAQ  
 and a reporting function, which can be used to report to  
 market and to develop site-specific improvement plans. 

 SIZA and WWF SA, in collaboration with the industry  
 bodies, export and retailer groups, are also supporting the  
 implementation of this SAQ with a limited number of  
 regional training workshops. These are planned from July -  
 December 2017 and will be targeted specifically for the  
 technical representatives within export companies, retailers  
 and industry associations as well as agricultural extension  
 officers - those that will be supporting the producers in  
 completing and implementing the SIZA SAQ. 
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ABOUT SIZA

The Sustainability Initiative of South Africa, is a non-profit and 
membership based programme designed to assist growers with 
ethical labour and environmental practice compliance whilst 
minimizing costs.  It is a South African standard, developed, owned 
and operated in South Africa but aligned to Global best 
practices through the GSCP and other relevant programmes. 

SIZA membership is growing at a pace in South Africa and we 
have an effective and modern platform with more than 1500 
active members registered currently who are benefiting and 
relying on SIZA.  Both the industry and the retailers see SIZA 
as a solution for the fruit industry to manage international 
ethical labour practice requirements and to farm cost effectively. 

THE SIZA ENVIRONMENTAL PILLAR OF 
SUSTAINABILITY

In support of the longer term SIZA vision to include environ-
mental stewardship as an integral offering within sustainability, 
SIZA has partnered with WWF-SA (the World Wide Fund for 
Nature, South Africa) to develop an Environmental Standard and 
appropriate tools to support continuous improvement based 
on environmental indicator measures and management. 

The module will become part of the existing SIZA platform, 
to complement the existing social standard of sustainability. 

SIZA aims to have a cost effective approach for growers 

by supplying one standard and one audit no matter which 

market a producer supplies.  
What does it include?

The SIZA Environmental Performance Assessment (EPA) has 
been designed to assist growers in evaluating their current 
compliance and environmental risks, both at a farm and regional/ 
catchment level. This process is accomplished through the 
completion of a Self-assessment Questionnaire (SAQ), the 
results of which feed in to a risk profile report, which can be 
used to address market requirements, whilst also informing 
the drafting of site-specific improvement plans and farm 
environmental management plan and monitoring system. 

The questions included in the EPA run from minimum legal 
requirements to leading practice across four main topics:
      Water 
      Soil 
      Energy, materials & waste
      Farm ecosystems & biodiversity 

How does it compare to others?

The comprehensive Environmental standard has been bench-
marked against several prominent international environmental 
standards to ensure a compatible level of assurance, while taking 
in to consideration locally relevant environmental factors, 
the ultimate aim of driving convergence of multiple market 
requirements with one home-grown tool. 

These standards include SAI FSA, Rainforest Alliance (SAN), 
Global Gap IFA v.5, and the SEDEX SAQ amongst others. 
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SIZA aims through the platform, to give visibility throughout
the value chain to retailers and exporters on their suppliers.


